Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease?
(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)

Post by “Cassius” of December 9, 2022 at 4:07 PM

Pacatus | figured you would get a reaction from Don in that exchange! =

| agree with most everything that Don said, including this, but | will comment further:

Quote from Don

P.S. In some sense, we are *all* neo-Epicureans.

Because we do have a regular flow in and out of the forum it's good to cover this regularly. The
main reason for the "Not-Neo" list and associated posting guidelines and other rules is that
while there are many places on the internet to discuss philosophy in general, and especially to
promote Stoicism, there are not many devoted to Epicurus. The experience | and others had at
Facebook is that the sheer numbers and loudness of the Stoics quickly drives out and even
"intimidates" people who are honestly interested in Epicurean philosophy from pursuing it. As a
result this forum is first and foremost a place where people interested in an environment
supportive of Epicurus will have an opportunity to talk in a supportive atmosphere without have
to deal with overbearing opponents of the philosophy.

Don also mentioned the difficulties of agreeing on anything, and he's surely right about that.
Luckily no one here is trying to be a guru or go for world domination or anything like that, so as
for our rules, all they are geared toward is maintaining a friendly pro-Epicurean environment for
discussion. If you are interested in reading the details of a discussion we had several years ago
on ideas to set up more of an umbrella organization, you might be interested in this thread.
Those discussions did more to illuminate the difficulties more than to come to any agreements,
but | am sure that over time the "organizational" question will come up again and again. For
now, I've limited myself to the still difficult but more attainable goal of "herding cats" in a
discussion forum.

But you will be comforted to know that | take the subject of this thread to heart. | would like to
meet my end like Epicurus surrounded by friends, but | am not sure | will attain that in real life.
Unless | meet my end in a totally unexpected accident, | commit to taking steps before | follow
Atticus and Cassius L. and Diodorus (many many years from now, hopefully) to be sure that

there's a smooth organizational transition into the future for this forum. <
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PS - Pacatus due to the length of that older thread most people don't take the time to wade
through it. If you happen to find it interesting enough to do so, please feel free to comment.
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