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Quote from Cassius

That's something I think Epicurus was trying to be clear about: There ultimately is no
"final arbiter" of right and wrong. There is no center of the universe to stand in and say
that this perspective alone is the "right" perspective. There is no divine god or anyone
else who knows everything and can say "this alone" is right. There is no realm of forms
or essences -- no "true world" outside of our own to which to look to as authority. This is
not reason for despair but reason to saddle up and get back on the horse and ride life
as aggressively as you can to manage all the evidence and all the decisions available to
you.

Spot on!

I want to add that, in modern terms, deductive (“abstract”?) logic does not yield empirical truth
– only coherency. (The opposite of “logical” in the deductive sense is not “false” but
incoherent.)

Inductive logic (to my mind) yields no absolute empirical truths – but reliable probabilities
(some of which may veer toward certainty in a subjective sense, even if not in terms of some
strict objective “absolutism”).

We live in the empirical (experiential) world, and we have to rely on the evidence of our senses
and reasoned induction therefrom – even informally, which is how we mostly go about it. That’s
not a “problem” – certainly not one that can be “solved” by unquestioning “faith”. Or abstract
logic.

In more metaphorical terms: we lay our bets as best we can. And keep going – as Cassius said:
“saddle up and get back on the horse and ride life as aggressively as you can to manage all the
evidence and all the decisions available to you.”

And that is my basis for agreeing with Joshua 's “hard no” (with his reference to Hume) as well.
And is the only way I use that word “faith” – the best effective confidence I can muster in order
to act in a real world where “abstract certainty” is not forthcoming. But absence of “abstract
absolute certainty” is not the same as absence of reliable evidence.

And if someone thinks their evidence is more reliable than what now have, then “Show me.” I'll
look.
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