Is pleasure as the natural goal of life falsifiable?

Post by “Cassius” of December 8, 2022 at 7:47 AM

Also | think this is one area where later Epicureans went wrong in deviating from Epicurus. They
should have stuck to Epicurrus' original insight and contention that logical word games are not
the proper test of truth.

Or, at the very least, if they decided to engage in those logical word games they should have
been rigorously clear that those word games were just that - word games with strictly limited
usefulness.

And in fact perhaps they did make that distinction, but in relaying them through later years the
limitations and qualifications were dropped from the discussion by later carriers who did not
appreciate the importance of those limitations. Given Cicero's hostility to Epicurus he might
well have been an example of someone who would cherrypick from the discussions to leave the
logical debates while deleting the limitations in which they were framed. In Cicero's case it
seems that he at least preserved that Epicurus had objected to logical proofs in this area, but
he had to add in his own editorial commentary that he himself (speaking through Torquatus)
agreed with the need for logical proofs.
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