Is pleasure as the natural goal of life falsifiable?
Post by “Cassius” of December 8, 2022 at 7:40 AM

Also so as to be clear for others reading, what it seems Epicurus would reject is this question in
itself -

Quote from waterholic

If I require my nephew to accept that "pleasure is the valid natural goal in life", | would
need to provide a falsifiability test: is there a hypothetical argument that if proven
correct, my statement would be false?

As best | can determine Epicurus would say that you indeed "would not need" to provide any
abstract logical proof at all, because logical proof tests are not the tests of human reality. The
tests applicable to human reality are the perceptions we receive from the sensations,
anticipations, and feelings, which we accept as the basis for all our reasoning. All validation
tests are judged using those, not using "logical" word proofs. Words are tools just like virtue or
hammers are tools, and they are very useful but limited, and they are not truth in themselves.
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