Is pleasure as the natural goal of life falsifiable?

Post by “Cassius” of December 8, 2022 at 7:36 AM

Just in case anyone is not aware of this section of Diogenes Laertius, this too would be relevant
to the central question, which is lesser role that Epicurus gave to the use of abstract /
dialectical logic in the determination of truth:

Quote

Logic they reject as misleading. For they say it is sufficient for physicists to be guided
by what things say of themselves. Thus in The Canon Epicurus says that the tests of
truth are the sensations and concepts [preconceptions / anticipations] and the feelings;
the Epicureans add to these the intuitive apprehensions of the mind. And this he says
himself too in the summary addressed to Herodotus and in the Principal Doctrines. For,
he says, all sensation is irrational and does not admit of memory; for it is not set in
motion by itself, nor when it is set in motion by something else, can it add to it or take
from it. Nor is there anything which can refute the sensations. For a similar sensation
cannot refute a similar because it is equivalent in validity, nor a dissimilar a dissimilar,
for the objects of which they are the criteria are not the same; nor again can reason, for
all reason is dependent upon sensations; nor can one sensation refute another, for we
attend to them all alike. Again, the fact of apperception confirms the truth of the
sensations. And seeing and hearing are as much facts as feeling pain. From this it
follows that as regards the imperceptible we must draw inferences from phenomena.
For all thoughts have their origin in sensations by means of coincidence and analogy
and similarity and combination, reasoning too contributing something.
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