Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease?
(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)

Post by “Cassius” of December 7, 2022 at 11:20 PM

Ok | see what you are saying, but | see that as coming very close to a "mind over reality"
situation. If what you are facing is intolerable but you are still alive, why not do for yourself
what you would do for your dog or a cat and put yourself out of your misery? | would say that if
you are judging your net pleasure during pain to be worth the pain then what you are facing is
indeed the first situation, where the pain is endurable, but that does not foreclose
circumstances wherein the pain is indeed so intense that you rationally wish to relieve yourself
from it even through death.

Do you not think that such situations exist? Or do you think that .even in such extreme
circumstances we have the mental power to suppress our pain? The quotes about even the
wise man crying out under torture might be relevant here.

It also might be interesting to seek out some commentaries on this to see if there are perhaps
(as often) well known positions by earlier philosophers on this point.
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