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(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)
Post by “Cassius” of December 7, 2022 at 12:05 PM

Quote from Don

as a solution albeit in the extreme

Sometimes I wonder what "albeit" means.  So to be clear especially for others reading this
thread I do want to be as clear as possible that I believe that they were reserving suicide only
for the most extreme of conditions. Just to construct some hypothetical I am thinking in terms
of being King Leonidas about to be captured by the Persians and being sure that he would be
tortured to death after he was caught. (Not that Leonidas did commit suicide - I gather he died
fighting.) In other words some extremely painful torture and death was awaiting you with
certainty and with absolutely no possible way to escape. However, in a way I do think that it is
hard to draw a bright line on the definition of "unmanageable." I can easily imagine being
bedridden with some extremely painful form of clearly terminal cancer fitting the bill. Yes we
want to make sure that there is no possibility of escape or ability to endure the pain for the
sake of whatever pleasure is still possible. But where to draw that line is going to be a
subjective individual question rather than objective.

Or maybe - to be even closer to home - I would cite the example of Cassius Longinus, who
committed suicide after thinking that all was lost at the battle of Phillipi, doubtless thinking that
he would himself suffer the same fate as Cicero, or worse, after being caught by Mark Antony.

(It's also pretty depressing when you google versions of that name and come up with lots of
references to salsa singers rather than Roman History.)
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