Keen Reasoning Based on the Evidence of the Senses

Post by “Cassius” of November 28, 2022 at 9:14 AM

I think this is covered by the texts (such as Alexander the Oracle monger) which discuss
detecting fraud, and that gives us a lot to talk about. Extending this too far in terms of
contemporary political issues will get us in trouble with our forum rules so | would advise
against going that direction and instead stay on the generic level of how we detect imposition
in gernal and how we deal with who should be trusted and who not, and related issues of bias
and prejudice, at a general level. There's probably plenty to explore there without crossing
swords on exactly who is a trusted source and on what topic in 2022. But in general even there
the reasons why some will disagree (even here) on who should be trusted and who not can be
explored dispassionately | think.

Not all who call out the name of Jesus are Christians, as the saying goes, and not all who speak
in the name of "science" or "fairness" or " objectivity" can be trusted either. How do we make
these distinctions? Is it purely or primarily or even partly a matter of consensus, or can in fact
consensus be the enemy of truth, as Galileo might say? When do we know when to follow
consensus and when not?
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