Is the Natural and Necessary Question Objective or
Subjective?

Post by “Cassius” of November 21, 2022 at 12:28 PM

Quote from Don

| would say the "list" has both objective and subjective aspects.

| agree. The takeaway is probably that even though Epicurus' list can be looked at as having
both objective and subjective qualities, the way the list is described and developed Aristotle's
(and the others") list takes on a much more "objective" quality, while Epicurus' viewpoint is
weighted toward pointing out the "subjective" qualities.

This would be one of the many differences that flows from Aristotle/Plato/Stoics seeing the
universe as divinely ordered with everything emanating from a prime mover or god or divine
fire. In contrast, Epicurus sees the universe as arising from the properties and qualities of the
individual atoms and void, without a superimposed central intelligence creating it and ruling
over it.

Do living beings need to look to a superior being higher than themselves for commandments on
how to live life? Epicurus says "no" - there are no commandments, but it's also not "anything
goes." There are "objective" facts of nature which we have to take into account in deciding how
to live, such facts including:

1. No supernatural beings exist.

2. No consciousness / life / reward / punishment after death

3. No guidance from Nature as to what to choose or avoid other than (very broadly stated)
the feelings of pleasure and pain.

4. No Platonic forms or Aristotelian essences or absolute virtue / right / wrong exist in the
abstract that apply to everyone all the time and in all circumstances. ("Yellow" does not
have an eternal unchanging existence apart from "things that are yellow.")

Those are among the facts that can be thought of as De Rerum Natura (or Humphries' "The
Way Things Are") that no one can change, while most other "facts" are "subjective" - they are
individual to our circumstances and are subject to constant change and have to be reevaluated
every step along the way.
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