Promising New Book ("Living For Pleasure") and
Great New Article ("Are The Modern Stoics Really
Epicurean?") Both By Emily Austin

Post by “Don” of November 19, 2022 at 7:00 AM

Just as an example where I'm at right now (emphasis added):
Quote

Many scholars have argued that while Epicurus recognizes that sex is pleasant, he is
actually largely hostile to sex, even more so to love. If you find it difficult to make
sense of how Epicurus could reject sex and love and still have said what Athenaeus
claims, then you are in the good company of me, at least. | think Epicurus’ concerns
about sex and love have been overstated. That Epicurus thinks sex and love should be
selected prudently makes complete sense, especially given the many ways it can cause
and sustain anxiety. Nevertheless, Epicurus thinks sexual pleasure and committed
romantic relationships are natural, but unnecessary, desires (or so | argue). In the
terms of this book, they are extravagant desires, and all extravagant desires can adorn
the tranquil life if you do them right.

Her calling out academic assumptions and "common knowledge" that she sees as erroneous or
misguided is both refreshing and well reasoned! Her analysis, to me, takes in the scope of
Epicurus's philosophy instead of trying to impose a perspective on it like many academics seem
to try and do. That is a breath of fresh air.
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