Personal Finance from an Epicurean Viewpoint

Post by “Hiram” of February 4, 2019 at 3:35 PM

Quote from Cassius

Yes, as to Hiram's article, | need to spend more time with those fragments. Hiram tends
to give his presentations without as many footnotes as | like to use, especially when
texts are fragmentary. When | check to see how fragmentary many of these are, | find
it hazardous to put too much stock in what is left. It seems to me that in many cases
we don't know if what is left is being characterized as the Epicurean position, or is in
fact them citing the opposing view before refuting it. ...

Just as important as the content of those scrolls--or perhaps MORE--is what would those
conversations look like TODAY, and that should be the point of studying these scrolls.

For instance, there is no slavery today, so living off the labor of others is not doable today. Also,
many of the professions discussed in the scroll no longer exist or have relevance: equestrian?
miner? Very few people make a living like they did in antiquity. The only two ones that translate
today are making money from teaching philosophy (if you're extremely lucky) and living off
rental property income.

So the more important question today is what would be today's "natural measure of wealth" in
OUR society, what are the noble professions or ways to earn a living today, etc. We don't have
to study philosophy like an exercise in the study of a history of itself. We can do philosophy by
making it relevant at every point ... and (considering the recent economic crisis of 2008 and the
upcoming automation of labor) the teachings on autarchy are probably one of the most
gratifying and important aspects of EP and one of the most neglected!

I'm personally gonna write a bit more on Epicurean economics this year, but I really think we
should give up the fossilized approach to EP and get used to thinking for ourselves critically
about the details of our economic doctrines, which are absolutely relevant and useful, and even
necessary, today. They're not museum pieces.

"We should at once philosophize, laugh, and take care of our economics" - Epicurus
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