An Epicurean "Sanity Check"

Post by “Cassius” of February 4, 2019 at 8:27 AM

(Updating the thread with a further response slightly modified from what | posted on FB)

| am sorry if anyone did not detect my sarcasm. My point in writing in this way was to illustrate
what | think is the total incompatibility of point seven (the modern consensus) with the first six
premises (the clearly-documented record). Sarcasm is a perilous pursuit but | sometimes
engage in it when | think it is more important for people to think through the result for
themselves than to agree (or disagree) with me.

It is never my intent to mislead anyone in what | really think, but at times | think there is no
way to raise a point adequately without attempting to illustrate absurdity. Of course i do not
think that most people who think number seven are themselves absurd, because this is what is
taught every time Epicurus is mentioned today.

I think you are quite right however with this comment: "We have though to take into
consideration the hardships under which people living at that time." However | would refocus
that and point to the hardships that WE live under today, indoctrinated from the cradle with
absurd religious and "humanist" and "Stoic" ethics which have dominated the world for 2000
years now. That's the reason | think there is probably no way to reconstruct what the
Epicureans really thought without putting ourselves in the place of someone young, who is yet
uncorrupted, and stepping them through the education process. Given what we know of
Epicurean teachings about nature and epistemology it is my view that there is no way that they
ended up thinking number seven themselves. Number seven is the result of two thousand years
of corruption, in my view. It is held by many good people, but | believe it to be incorrect,
nevertheless.

| see we have varying reactions to my post so perhaps it will achieve my goal of causing people
to think about this.
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