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Outstanding posts Don.

I don't know if people could hear from the tone of voice but I think even Martin was employing
some of the notorious dry German humor when he was talking about how it was lucky for him
that he didn't spend too much time reading Plato, and I know I cut from the final version my
laughing as he was saying it.

I am very pleased with these recent episodes and I think this was a good example of covering
the topic briefly but decently. You simply can't spend all your time reading background material
or you will never get on with living your real life.

This is one of the benefits of a group and forum like this where we can divide work and help
each other share discoveries.

I have never read what you quoted from Farrington but I agree: that's a very perceptive
statement by him and elaboration by you and I think that ought to one day become the
standard interpretation of what the Epicurean bread and water references mean. And how
much confusion and false starts toward minimalism that could be avoided if it did.

I think you'll draw some similar deep observations from Nichomachean ethics, especially along
the lines that Frances Wright is pointing out and confronting the problem of Universals and
what Epicurus would have really thought about it. And at that time when we can condense
better explanation, the section in Lucretius Book One about how properties and qualities of
atoms and bodies relates to the Trojan War and the episode with Paris and Helen will jump out
at us as making total sense rather than the bewilderment that it often seems to generate.

And when you finish Nichomachean ethics, if you'll consider tackling Philebus, i think you'll find
similar origins of argument to unwind why "the limit of pleasure" is such a deep issue, and even
how limits relate to "purity" which also seems dark to us.

This is a productive time for our discussions so let's keep them up!
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