An Epicurean Study of Aristotle's Nichomachean
Ethics

Post by “Cassius” of November 2, 2022 at 8:17 PM

Boy this quote attributed to Philodemus on page 28 is highly useful in many contexts to affirm
the Epicurean rejection of the view that things can be considered absolutely to be praised or
denounced:

The equation of this hedonistic calculus with émtdoytop.dg is confirmed by a
passage in which Philodemus discusses the apportioning of praise and blame:'%2
ob iy @Ad’ énmet | mpEypa xad’ fautd tolc | BAotg odB[E]v [da]tiy Ema|[ve]-
tov 9 dewntov, aAde | [ye]iverar tb pEv xaddjoov bpoloyel T Tédel | T@V
ayaddv, 10 8¢ xofdogov T AV xox®Y,| 6 Wi TadT Eyvermg EmtjAedoyiope-
vog 0088 najtd Ty dvapopav v | én adta &[tJopilety Suvijoeto Ta
ApPavopteve | mpdg tobg émaivoug ... ‘Nevertheless, since nothing is in
itself universally commendable or blamewbrthy, but becomes commendable
insofar as it conforms to the end of the good, and blameworthy insofar as it
conforms to the end of the bad, the man who has not by an empirieal calcul-
ation obtained this knowledge will not be able to use it as a standard of
reference for analysing that which is under consideration for commendation...".
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