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Very good point!

Even Christianity ultimately grounds itself in the desirability of eternal life, and that surely
means finding pleasure in the reward. I grant that religions or viewpoints (Buddhism, etc?) that
seem to call for the extinguishment of individuality or personality do appear to be elevating
something other than the experience of pleasure as the goal, but those seem to me to fit in the
"better to never have been born" category which I would argue most sane people would reject
out of hand (and surely Epicurus rejected that too).

Once we make clear that "pleasure" is a sweeping term that embraces every form of desirable
experience (and I think Epicurus is very clear about this) then it seems to me that setting
"pleasure" as the goal of life is a compelling argument that is hard to reject by anyone except
by rejecting life itself.
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