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"This is precisely why I argue deep friendships are impossible in Epicurean thought." << If you
believe that this is correct, why are you still interested in Epicurean thought? You are willing to
give up deep friendships, or you simply think Epicurus was wrong in that?

As far as "quantity" vs magnitude, size, height, stature, all of those seem to be indications of
measurement in a single plane to me, and of course (at least to me) a feeling has many more
dimensions than one.

"But should we think that pain can be driven out by pleasurable experience?" -- Here I would
say absolutely YES, and in fact, since there are only two feelings, there is in fact no way to drive
away pain OTHER THAN replacing it with pleasure.

It's interesting to me that after your explanation we still end up here: "True "freedom from
pain" IMPLIES the existence of a multitude of pleasures, both simple and complex," which is
exactly the position I take, but for different reasons.

Perhaps a summary would be, that when you say "Mental pain must be extinguished before we
can experience ultimate pleasure in life, as ataraxia is the highest state of pleasure." To me
that formulation implies that ataraxia is a type of pleasure. I do not in fact that that ataraxia is
a type of pleasure at all -- I think it is purely an adverbial description of the best way to
experience a life of pleasures of the type we all know and understand (typical mental and
physical pleasures) without any disturbance in that enjoyment. Disturbance and absence of
disturbance do not tell us a thing about the type of pleasures we are experiencing, only that we
are experiencing with or without the interruption of pain.

So now I have to consider the implications of reaching the same conclusion by a different
analysis! 
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