Democritus' "Nothing is truly real but atoms and
void" statement

Post by “Cassius” of October 4, 2022 at 12:38 PM

| can agree with that for those of us who are confident of our understanding of the universe and
the general desirability of life and the pursuit of pleasaurable living, but I think there is only a
knife blade distance between that attitude and one of general despair, which is probably
planted in the first place by religion and the false views of life promoted even by platonic-style
humanism which promotes there being an absolute "good.". A lot of people are so "corrupted"
by culture and education that they are easy prey to the destructive interpretations.

So | am agreeing with your point, and hoping that it too applies to Democritus as a laughing
philospher, but even laughter itself can be caustic and despairing in some circumstances.

Wow this is very similar to the possibility of misinterpreting "absence of pain" as also a door to
nihilism.

| doubt that blame for this lies with either Democritus or Epicurus. It lies with the fact that this
is not a party game and there are lots of people who will take ones words and distort and
misrepresent them for their own purposes.

Like that part of the speech in AFDIA talks about...the danger of leaving an open door to vice...
There is no way to keep the message accurate over time without real living people who
understand it continuing to promote it over time and protect it from misrepresentaton.
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