Episode One Hundred Forty-One - Proclaiming
Epicurus To The World: Diogenes of Oinoanda (Part
One)

Post by “Godfrey” of September 26, 2022 at 1:29 AM

I'm joining late as I've had post-booster brain fog for most of the day.
Quote

These medicines we have put [fully] to the test; for we have dispelled the fears [that
grip] us without justification, and, as for pains, those that are groundless we have
completely excised, while those that are natural we have reduced to an absolute
minimum, making their magnitude minute.

The way that | read Epicurus, as a Feeling a pain can never be groundless, nor can a pleasure.
All pains and pleasures are natural and are true. Only what leads to a pain or a pleasure can be
groundless. Also, if some desires are to be considered pains, some must also be considered
pleasures. But to do that invites Ciceronian obfuscation and should be avoided.

So, using multiple explanations, since I'm not very familiar with Diogenes: 1) Don has probably
the best explanation in the previous post. 2) Diogenes seems like an enthusiastic student and
not a teacher, so his terminology may be looser than we're accustomed to from the other
extant texts. 3) It could be that Joshua is correct and desires are pains. To some extent this is
correct, but with all due respect | don't see this as being what Epicurus was saying. 4) It could
also be that by the time of Diogenes, EP had evolved to include desires as pains.

Until we have more evidence, my guess is that the wording comes partly from the translator
and partly from the use by Diogenes of less specific word choices.
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