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Your definition is thoroughly suitable to me, but I believe would have been totally unsuitable to
Cicero, as it would have prevented him from ridiculing Epicureans as worthless in civil society.

As to whether your definition would be suitable to the professional academic class today, I very
much doubt it, as it would prevent them from keeping Epicureanism in a medicine box for use
mainly in nursing homes and anxiety clinics.

I would like to think that, over time and little by little, we can make a dent in public perception
and widen the discussion toward your definition.

Ren's caveat is correct though, in that I don't think we can ever expect, nor should we try, to
convince "everyone" of all dispositions that the Epicurean view is "best." But in the world at
large I am convinced there are huge numbers that would profit if they understood how and why
the modern academic interpretation is so off base.

So many of us here end up saying about Epicurus "that's the way I always thought before I
heard of Epicurus." That number could really grow if we could leapfrog the Ciceronian /
academic box.
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