Would Epicurus Say That It Is Better to Suffer Harm
Than to Harm?

Post by “Cassius” of September 21, 2022 at 11:01 AM

Quote from Kalosyni

Sometime you might choose to suffer some small harm in the short term if it led to a
better long-term outcome.

Yes that's another good cite. Sometimes we might choose to suffer a harm, sometimes we
might choose to inflict harm, based on circumstances and our prediction of the total eventual
outcome of the action.

The real issue here is whether there is an "absolute rule" of conduct that says "never cause
harm" and | think just about every absolute rule suggestion gets answered with "it depends."

And the reason for that is the Epicurean worldview that there is no supernatural god, no
absolute good and bad, no ideal forms of conduct, etc.... that apply to all situations at all times.
It is definitely possible to generalize and it's good to do so ("Don't walk up to people who
resemble Muhammed Ali and hit in the face") but if you forget that it's just a general rule then
you're committing the 'virtue' error of thinking that there are absolute rules of conduct that
never change.
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