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In regard to what it says about the social contract, I think it says at least in part that Jefferson
saw that where a society has too great an extreme of wealth from top to bottom, with the
majority of people at the bottom, that those who are at the bottom can be expected to revolt at
some point, so that the society had better take steps to address that inequality if the society is
going to survive. No matter what kind of "contract" the plutocracy thought it had, the majority
who were barely surviving are not not naturally inclined to honor it in the long run given their
own desire for pleasure and feelings of pain.
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