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Sorry if my message seemed to imply that you need to catch up first -- I just wanted to point
out how much attention we pay to the issue because I agree it is very basic.

Part two of my response would be to say that I don't think that there is a single answer that will
apply to everyone to the basic question of how much material success to pursue. I think most of
us here have real jobs in the real world and/or have some other responsible means of support
that allows us to tune our standard of living to something that we find sustainable. I think most
of us see that kind of goal as the right target - a standard of living that allows us to pursue what
we want to pursue, without tying us down with "golden handcuffs" - a phrase I used in the most
recent podcast.

So there 's a lot more to say but it seemed first and foremost a good idea to respond to the
standard perception of the problem - which is that Epicurus was really an ascetic living always
on bread and water and essentially spending his life in a cave.

There are indeed some people who advocate that position, but that is not the position you will
find that most of us here believe to be accurate to Epicurus or desirable.
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