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Quote

“For my part I find no meaning which I can attach to what is termed good, if I take
away from it the pleasures obtained by taste, if I take away the pleasures which come
from listening to music, if I take away too the charm derived by the eyes from the sight
of figures in movement, or other pleasures by any of the senses in the whole man. Nor
indeed is it possible to make such a statement as this – that it is joy of the mind which
is alone to be reckoned as a good; for I understand by a mind in a state of joy, that it is
so, when it has the hope of all the pleasures I have named – that is to say the hope that
nature will be free to enjoy them without any blending of pain.” And this much he says
in the words I have quoted, so that anyone you please may realize what Epicurus
understands by pleasure. (Cicero, Tusculan Disputations, III.18.41)
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