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Post by “Cassius” of September 9, 2022 at 10:05 AM

Quote from reneliza

The poster said that reading the Letter to Menoeceus (which she described as being
about "the absence of desire") in college helped her learn to suppress her desires
including actual hunger. She respected Epicurus for living on a restrictive diet of only
bread and water - missing the crucial point as Don has brought up before that this was
meant to mean ordinary food and not an ascetic or lacking diet - and then binging
when invited to a feast.

OMG!

I feel sure if Epicurus were alive he would NOT be happy with how his philosophy is being used!
I don't like referring to slaves, and it is not entirely clear how much property Epicurus had
(though it appears to be significant) but I think one of the arguments that ought to cause these
people to reconsider their positions is to review Epicurus' will and consider whether Epicurus
himself was restricting himself to "ordinary food" on all occasions, much less "bread and water.
They should also consider exactly how many of multiple pieces of property and how many of
multiple slaves are required to live a life of "absence of desire" as they apparently suppose
Epicurus to have lived. They would then be confronted with the need to determine whether
they really want to take advice from an absolute hypocrite, or whether perhaps their own
understanding of his teachings might need adjustment.

And there are many many other arguments to be made, even if we presume that every Roman
Epicurean was a "bad Epicurean" which would also be a very very long stretch to assume.
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