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reneliza

Quote from Cassius

Were you by chance raised Catholic? 

I had second thoughts about that question that as soon as I posted it because sometimes tone
doesn't translate well even with emoticons, and sometimes issues are too sensitive to deal with
purely philosophically. In my case I have gotten use to Joshua discussing his Catholic
background on the podcast and I probably carried that over in this question when others might
be less willing to discuss their own backgrounds..

However rather than remove the comment let me just clarify that I don't mean the question in a
negative way other than in the general spirit of tracing down modern attitudes, rather than
anything "personal." Of course one of the major themes of Epicurean philosophy is that of the
problems caused by religion, and it is sort of stereotypical Catholic in my understanding that
"guilt" is something that Catholicism seems to teach to people within that church. It would
seem to me that Catholic doctrine might contribute toward seeing "desire" in a negative way, in
the same way that various religious backgrounds might lead to various tendencies. In my own
case I was raised Baptist and no doubt that influences my thought processes negatively even
today, after years of trying to unwind those influences.

As with all our discussions here there is a limit between what we discuss philosophically and
what we discuss from our personal lives, so if that question got close to that limit feel free to
ignore it or respond as "abstractly" as you care to. The real question for discussion would be
whether religious backgrounds of any sort would impact on our view of desires. I think it very
probably can and does, and thus can be useful to talk about, thus the comment.
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