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Post by “Godfrey” of September 8, 2022 at 7:58 PM

Quote from reneliza

I know Epicurus speaks about remembering past pleasures. Does he ever say anything
about thinking ahead to future pleasure as a form of pleasure? (Or anything remotely
related)

Regarding future pleasures, I think there's a passage somewhere in which Epicurus says
something about the remembering of past pleasures and anticipation of future pleasures and
you will live like a god among men... I thought it was in a letter or a fragment, but all I can find
is this from Cicero....

Tusculan Disputations 5.95-96. The upshot of his entire discussion of pleasure is this. He holds
that pleasure itself should always be wished for and pursued for its own sake because it is
pleasure, and that by the same reasoning pain should always be avoided, just because it is
pain; and so the wise man will employ a principle of compensation, and will avoid pleasure if it
will produce a greater pain and will endure pain if it produces a greater pleasure; and that all
pleasing feelings are to be referred to the mind, although they are actually judged by bodily
senses. 96. As a result the body is pleased for only so long as it perceives a present pleasure,
while the mind perceives a present pleasure just as much as the body does, but also foresees a
pleasure which is coming in the future and does not let a past pleasure slip from its grasp. So
the wise man will always have a continuous and interconnected [set of] pleasures, since the
expectation of hoped-for pleasures is linked to the memory of pleasures already perceived.
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