Episode One Hundred Thirty Eight - Letter to
Menoeceus 5 - Pleasure Part One

Post by “reneliza” of September 7, 2022 at 8:14 PM

Quote from Cassius

Quote from reneliza

| think "desire" must be a lack of something good (or at least something |
perceive as good), and given that we're using pretty broad definitions of
"pleasure" and "pain" here, that any lack must be a pain.

Reneliza would you say that your sentence there boils down to "all desire is painful?"
Would that cause you any issue to embrace that as a sweeping general statement?

Yes, | would agree with that, but with the understanding that some desires are painful at the
level of noon-time hunger after a 9AM breakfast, and some are painful like losing a limb.

However - | do think I'm defining "desire" here as | do in everyday English, and it seems to likely
be different than what Epicurus meant. At the same time, I'm defining pleasure and pain as |
understand them from a broad Epicurean point of view and that mix-and-match may be
complicating things. | don't have a desire for needs that are already met, only for things I'm
lacking, and I'm not sure that's what he meant for this concept. | don't desire housing because |
already have it. But if | was outside in a downpour, | would have a desire for shelter.
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