Episode One Hundred Thirty Eight - Letter to
Menoeceus 5 - Pleasure Part One

Post by “Don” of September 7, 2022 at 1:38 PM

Quote from Cassius

As to the arising of desires (thoughts?) there is of course also the Epicurean theory of
images:

You bring up an interesting question with that parenthetical "thoughts?" <

As to "images," yes, that would substantiate an external stimuli for most/many of our desires
(thoughts?). So maybe modern Epicureans can take that idea of external stimuli affecting our
thoughts, memories, etc. as canonical?

As to the actual mechanism of the external stimuli, | take the concept of the
images/eidolon/spectres as an historical curiosity and pre-scientific idea. We know there aren't
streams of atoms being generated as films impacting our minds. I'm pretty confident saying
"know" there, too. But the idea of external stimuli impacting our thoughts, vision, hearing,
smells, etc., etc. Oh, yeah. That's definitely a thing.
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