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Quote from Cassius

So just like Pleasure, some Desires are to be pursued in certain circumstances, and
some should not be pursued, but at no point do we consider either "Pleasure" or
"Desire" to be tainted terminology. In fact I would come very close to applying the
same phrasing as in the letter and paraphrase the result as: "All Desires are good,
because they are desirable, but some desires may lead to more pain than pleasure and
thus should not be chosen."

Rather than being a question of what the good is, to me this approach invites confusing desires
with pleasures. Martin 's description seems quite accurate. The confusion might come about
because, as far as I can tell, Epicurus didn't define desire. He only gave categories of desires.
But if we look to modern science (to my understanding) we see that desire is different from
pleasure or pain. Even though he didn't define desire, by his treatment of the various ideas I
think it's clear that Epicurus was in basic agreement with modern science.

Did Aristotle or Plato define desire? Maybe Epicurus felt no need to define it because he had no
objection to the common notion of it.
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