Episode One Hundred Thirty Eight - Letter to
Menoeceus 5 - Pleasure Part One

Post by “Cassius” of September 6, 2022 at 6:45 AM

It is also probably relevant to this conversation to note the opening "hymn to Venus" in
Lucretius. It is the desire / drive for Pleasure which motivates all living things in the pursuit and
continuance of life. Maybe we experience this as a "spur" to move forward, and maybe spurs
can be analogized to a discomfort with existing circumstances, but | cannot imagine anything
more destructive to the human race - or to life itself - than the demonizing of this drive. This is
what | would condemn in religions or other philosophies wherever they exist, and so | cannot
imagine that a general condemnation of the desire for pleasure exists in Epicurus. Yes desires
that are misguided which result in more pain than pleasure are certainly on any list to
minimize, but the flip side must also be true: desires which in fact leads to more pleasure than
pain deserve to be encouraged and magnified.

You only live once. The goal of life is not to become a corpse.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2651-episode-one-hundred-thirty-eight-letter-to-menoeceus-5-pleasure-
part-one/?postiID=19645#post19645 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2651-episode-one-hundred-thirty-eight-letter-to-menoeceus-5-pleasure-part-one/?postID=19645#post19645
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2651-episode-one-hundred-thirty-eight-letter-to-menoeceus-5-pleasure-part-one/?postID=19645#post19645

