Episode One Hundred Thirty Eight - Letter to
Menoeceus 5 - Pleasure Part One

Post by “Cassius” of September 6, 2022 at 4:01 AM

Quote from Godfrey

For now I'll push the idea that desire is not a pain but that it leads to pain

This is a good discussion. For the moment at least | am still more where Martin was in the
podcast, that desires are not inherently good or bad, pleasurable or painful, as a whole, but that
they are a kind of mechanism or will or drive that can be immediately or can lead to pleasure or
pain.

One thing | am sure of is that the dead have no desires, and | cannot consider that to be a good
thing, so that a general call to limit ALL desires cannot be correct. When Epicurus made the
statement about if you want to make a certain person rich, limit his desire, | feel like that has to
be related to some specific aspect of the person being discussed.

We desire enlightenment on these issues as a means of living happier lives. That desire can be
met through knowledge, but the existence of the desire hardly seems something in general to
be considered to be painful or a bad thing.

To hold generally that pleasure is "good" but the desire for pleasure is "bad" would hardly seem
to be a workable or logical construction.
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