Episode One Hundred Thirty-Seven - The Letter to
Menoeceus 04 - On Death (Part Two)

Post by “Joshua” of September 2, 2022 at 4:37 PM

| rather think that Epicurus dismissed poetry as a great source of lies, as Lucian expresses in his
True History:

Quote

This attraction is in the veiled reference underlying all the details of my narrative; they
parody the cock-and-bull stories of ancient poets, historians, and philosophers; | have
only refrained from adding a key because | could rely upon you to recognize as you
read...as | have no truth to put on record, having lived a very humdrum life, | fall back
on falsehood — but falsehood of a more consistent variety; for | now make the only true
statement you are to expect — that | am a liar. This confession is, | consider, a full
defense against all imputations. My subject is, then, what | have neither seen,
experienced, nor been told, what neither exists nor could conceivably do so. | humbly
solicit my readers’ incredulity.

Lucretius acknowledges this as well. The bitter wormwood of philosophy needs honey, or the
people who need it won't accept it--they must be "charmed", not to say deceived, into taking
their medicine.
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