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That would be Diogenes Laertius as below - not really a sweeping condemnation of poetry as
such. The Greek should be viewable at the link below -
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and he is lucky if it has not harmed him.
ng Moreover, the wise man will marry and have children, as
Epicurus says in the Problems and in the work on Nature.
But he will marry according to the circumstances of his life.
He will feel shame 1n the presence of some persons, and
certainly will pot insult them in his cups, so Epicurus
says in the Symposmm. Nor will he take part in public
life, as he says in the first book On Lives Nor will he act
the tyrant, or live like the Cynics, as he writes in the second
book On Lives. Nor will he beg. Morcover, even 1f he 1s
deprived of his eyesight, he will not end his whole life, as
he says in the same work. Also the wise man will feel
grief, as Diogenes says in the filth book of the Miscellantes.
rao* He will engage 1n lawsuits and will leave writings behind
him, but will not deliver speeches on public occasions.
He will be careful of his possessions and will provide for
the future. He will be fond of the country. He will face
fortune and never desert a friend. He will be careful of
his reputation 1n so far as to prevent himself from being
despised. He will care more than other men for public
wn* spectacles. He will erect statues of others, but whether
he had one himself or not, he would be indifferent. Only
the wise man could discourse rightly on music and poetry,
but in practice he would ot cCompose poems. Gne wise
man is not wiser than another. Ffz will be ready to make
money, but only when he is in straits and by means of his
philosophy He will pay court to a king, if occasion
demands. He will rejoice at another’s misfortunes, but
only for his correction. And he wll gather together a
school, but never so as to become a popular leader, He
will give lectures 1in public, but never unless asked; he
will give definite teaching and not profess doubt. In his
sleep he will be as he is awake, and on occasion he will
even die for a friend.
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