PD19 And The Meaning Of No "Greater" Pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of August 20, 2022 at 8:17 AM

Before | go further down that road however an extra hour sleep causes me to want to restate
this issue this way:

If we measure pleasure in terms of discrete numbers of experiences of pleasure (say x number
of candy bars) then an infinite time surely gives the opportunity for more discrete instances
(candy bars).

But if we rather realize through the mind that pleasure is not best measured as discrete
instances (candy bars), but in terms of "purity" (the pink circle analogy or any other analogy of
'fulness'), then the number of discrete instances is seen as secondary, and length of time is no
longer important because length of time does not improve it.

Which is pretty much exactly what is said in the letter to Menoeceus about not wanting the
longest, but the most pleasant.

This framing leaves the issue stated in a fairly abstract way, and doesn't tell us individually how
to spend our time day to day. But considering it "abstractly" like that is what we should expect:
that perspective is necessary to defeat the anti-pleasure-abstractions of virtue and
supernaturalism. Further, viewing it abstractly is probably pretty much what is generally meant
by referring to "the mind" and "through reason."
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