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As you'll see in the excerpt below, this author seems to dismiss Epicurus as arguing that the
gods are "pure nonsense" which is off the mark. But the title is intriguing nonetheless.

The Neurobiology of the Gods

Excerpt:

Gods, demons, angels . . . muses, spirits, ghosts . . . fairies, devils, imps, fauns, unicorns,
dragons, poltergeists, ghouls, vampires, djinns, werewolves. . . saviors . . .

Have you ever wondered why humans have spent so much time writing and worrying about,
praying to, running from, blessing, cursing, exorcizing, and placating these entities? If there is
so little physical evidence that any of these things exist, why do we spend so much energy
thinking about them?

Philosophers as early as Epicurus argued that they are pure nonsense, yet since the dawn of
our existence humankind has been convinced of the power of these ``spiritual'' entities. Isn't
this irrational? Illogical? Even potentially harmful? Why would such a propensity evolve, when
clearly a more rational animal would never waste precious biological resources on self-
sacri®ce, burnt offerings, or self-mutilation in the name of a god?
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