
PD19 And The Meaning Of No "Greater" Pleasure
Post by “reneliza” of August 13, 2022 at 10:34 AM

Quote from Cassius

Do we agree that variation of the contents is desirable, if not absolutely necessary?

There's a lot more to get here, but I want to clip this just as an easy answer: no.

Variety is a preference, like anything else. Some people have an absolute need for consistency
and do not desire variety at all. Variation is not generally preferable, it comes down to the
individual. And the individual may desire consistency in some things and variety in others as
well. Neither is a universal good.

Just one other thing right now, which I don't see as much happen on this forum as in
discussions of Epicurean philosophy elsewhere is the logical mistake of reading "There is no
greater pleasure than X" and interpreting that as "X is a greater pleasure than all else" (I know
this is about finite/infinite time which is a slightly different thing) which breaks my
mathematical heart. The former only implies that X is greater than or equal to any other
pleasures. It does not imply that other pleasures are all less than X or that we're making an
ordered list of all pleasures in the universe. Again, that's not meant to correct anyone here, but
may be helpful for communicating outside this forum - at least if someone has a less scary-
math way of talking about it haha
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