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Cassius I think these PDs are making the same point that you frequently make: one's life is
finite and there's no afterlife, so make the most of the time you have. As we don't pick the most
at a banquet (which is also finite) but the most pleasant. The more I read them, the more I see
that as the point. No talk of jellybeans is necessary for these PDs, that discussion only confuses
the point here.

At least that's my current take. I found these rather baffling before reading this thread, but this
seems to me to be the clearest reading. I don't think Epicurus was playing word games. I think
he was making the above point, and elaborates by emphasizing the language he uses
elsewhere regarding the goal of life. He doesn't use word games but he does write things in
such a way that you have to think about them and thereby make them your own.
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