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Godfrey you are saying that he is saying that because human lifespans are by nature finite then
it is useless to talk about infinite time(?)

I think that is true and possibly a part of the issue, but for a man who prodes himself on clarity I
think Epicurus could have said exactly that had that been the main point he wanted to make. If
that was intended to be his main point, that strikes me as a "too cute" way of stating a subject
on which he would likely have been deadly earnest.

Rather than me be the heavy here and always sound like I am disagreeing maybe the best way
to eventually approach this is to round up some volunteer 20 to 30 year olds and run our
proposals by them for reaction.

We are far from being finished with our proposals so we need more first, but my personal litmus
test is whether those intelligent 20-30 year olds will say that they (1) find the proposed point
understandable AND (2) find it convincing given what they know themselves regardless of what
they think of Epicurean philosophy.

I am hoping we can draft Charles and reneliza and @smoothiekiwi and @Root304 and DavidN
as a start. Who am I missing who is generally in that "youthful" category? If you think of others
please tag them here in this thread too. I apologize if I missed someone but I am not sure of all
the ages we have here.

No offense to those of us who are "aging out" but I think this is one of those real litmus test
questions where people tend to gloss over taking a position by fitting it into the black box of
"limit of pleasure is absence of pain", and I think it would help to get a more youthful "vigorous"
perspective.

We know that Epicurus has clearly said (to Menoeceus) that we do not pick the largest quantity
at a banquet, but the "most pleasant." Do we not therefore think that there is something at
work here in PD19 other than a reference to our limited lifespan?

To call up another memory, I suspect that Reneliza's pink circles are relevant here. I wonder if
she thinks they are?
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