Episode One Hundred Thirty-Four - The Letter to
Menoeceus 01- Context and Opening of the Letter

Post by “Cassius” of August 9, 2022 at 3:07 PM

Quote from Don

So, both Kalosyni and Joshua are right, depending on one's perspective.

That wording reminds me of how big an issue "perspective" is in Epicurean philosophy. Over the
years so many times | see people bounce between "All truth is absolute" and the go for
"objective-ism" and then others will bounce to "absolutely nothing is absolute and absolutely
everything is "relative."

A lot of the key to Epicurus | think is getting a more firm grip on this issue. Yes our
"perspective" is a huge determinant of what is "true" in many situations, but in others (our
perspective on a train coming down the track toward us) our perspective is really of very little
relevance.

So neither extreme of relativism or absolutism is correct, but on the other hand it doesn't help
much to say that the truth is "in the middle." The "truth" has to come from understanding our
makeup as humans and evaluating exactly what is and is not relevant to us. And those are
questions that can't be answered without the information that the Epicurean physics and
epistemology gives to us.
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