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Post by “Don” of August 8, 2022 at 8:31 AM

If | may be so bold as to add in my contribution to the discussion of the letter:
Quote

[123] And, Menoikeus, | was continuously exhorting you to practice, to study, and to
meditate on those things which | state distinctly to be the essential elements of a
noble, beautiful, and virtuous life. First, believe that the god is a blessed and
imperishable thing as is the common, general understanding of the god. You,
Menoikeus, believe everything about which a god is able to preserve its own
imperishability and blessedness for itself. Do not attribute anything foreign to its
incorruptibility or incongruous with the blessedness of the god! Gods exist, and the
knowledge of them is manifest to the mind's eye. The gods do not exist in the way that
the 'hoi polloi' believe them to, because they do not perceive what maintains the gods.
One is not impious who does not take up the gods of the hoi polloi; but the one who
attributes the beliefs of the hoi polloi to the gods. [124] For what they believe are not
prolepses, but rather the judgements of the hoi polloi concerning the gods which are
false, hasty assumptions. So, they believe the greatest evils are brought to the wicked
from the gods as well as the greatest aid to the good, because the hoi polloi are
believing that the gods accept those who resemble themselves who are similar through
all excellences and goodness; all those not of their sort are strange and alien.

Here also is a link to the full commentary to these sections as well:

Letter To Menoikeus: A New Translation With Commentary : Don Boozer : Free Download,

Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive

A new translation of the Letter to Menoikeus (Menoeceus) by Epicurus with commentary.
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