Welcome Kungi!

Post by “Cassius” of August 2, 2022 at 3:16 PM

Quote from Kungi

| am trying for some time now to construct a real life example where a Stoic and an
Epicurean will act fundamentally differently based on the Epicureans focus on pleasure
instead of the Stoics focus on virtue in and of itself. In all examples | can think of they
act the same.

That's a good way of getting at the difference.
We could go through each one but let's pick justice, because we have the last 10 PDs on that.

I believe Cicero was stating a position the Stoics would agree with when he described the
nature of "true law," so a Stoic legislator would strive to enact the same basic laws at all places,
all times, and for all people - everywhere - as close to the "will of God" as possible (since "God"
is its enactor and enforcer).

An Epicurean legislator would take a totally different approach of basing the laws on local and
changing circumstances with the goal of having the people involved live pleasurably as a result,
knowing and providing for the change of those laws as circumstances change.

| think you can take each of the major categories of virtues and pretty easily construct
examples.

In courage for example a Stoic soldier might take the position that "courage" requires him
never to retreat in battle, while a more flexible Epicurean would easily see that effective
courage might require temporary retreats in order to live to fight another day in hope of
eventually winning the battle.

Ultimately the issue is that a true Stoic orients his view of virtue around his view of the origin of
virtue - Divine will and or ideal forms (ultimately the same thing) while an Epicurean considers
that to be ridiculous (since they don't exist). The Epicurean executes and judges his actions
solely by what he thinks the result will eventually be in terms of the total of the pleasure vs
pain that is relevant to him (which includes that of his friends whom he values).

| agree it is useful to think in terms of specific examples and it would be good to discuss
hypothetical examples and/or deconstruct these.
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