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This passage irritates me for a number of reasons, not the least is by gosh translate the darn
word!!! If this author wants to assert that the "best life" is "ataraxia" then be decent
enough to say that "the best life is tranquility" or something else that is
understandable in English and makes clear that this writer is committed to the view
that the best life is guided by the goal of "ataraxia" rather than "pleasure." If he
would just stick with pleasure it would be much easier to reconcile what he thinks
are apparent difficulties. If the best life is to be "surrounded by numerous and vivid
pleasures" while at the same time with minimal or no pain, then the person who
places a high stock in the pleasure of involvement with society is not going to be
content with uninvolvement with society. Does that expose him to danger of more
pain? Certainly. Is that a "wrong" decision under Epicurean theory? I would assert
certainly NOT, for the reasons stated in this article and the quote under discussion.

All these discussions are shot through with nervousness and anxiety for the simple
reason that they are committed to the view that Epicurus thought that no one would
accept any pain that wasn't absolutely necessary for remaining alive, and that's a
ridiculous interpretation of the philosophy as a whole, the life that Epicurus chose,
and the life that leading Epicureans chose for the next several hundred years.
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