Kungi's Natural and Necessary Discussion

Post by “Don” of August 1, 2022 at 11:16 PM

I'm not sure anyone's done this yet, but | thought it might be instructive to see where the word
empty "kenos" is used in other places.

Saint-Andre translation of PD29 which includes the scholia commentary

29 Among desires, some are natural and necessary, some are natural and unnecessary, and
some are unnatural and unnecessary (arising instead from groundless opinion).

(Epicurus regards as natural and necessary desires which bring relief from pain, as e.g. drink
when we are thirsty ; while by natural and not necessary he means those which merely
diversify the pleasure without removing the pain, as e.g. costly viands ; by the neither natural
nor necessary he means desires for crowns and the erection of statues in one's honour.--
Scholia)

PD30 also addresses empty beliefs/opinions/doctrines kevfjv 66&av "kenén doxan":
Hicks translation

30 Some natural desires, again, entail no pain when not gratified, though the objects are
vehemently pursued. These desires also are due to groundless opinion, and when they are not
got rid of, it is not because of their own nature, but because of the man’s groundless opinion.

Saint-Andre translation

30 Among natural desires, those that do not bring pain when unfulfilled and that require intense
exertion arise from groundless opinion; and such desires fail to be stamped out not by nature
but because of the groundless opinions of humankind.

Epicurus wiki translation:

Those natural desires which create no pain when unfulfilled, though pursued with an intense
effort, are also due to groundless opinion; and if they are not dispelled, it is not because of their
own nature, but because of human vanity.

Nussbaum translation, p.153

Whenever, among those natural desires that do not lead to pain if they are not fulfilled, an
intense eagerness (spoudé suntonos) is present, they too are the products of false belief. And it
is not on account of their own nature that they are not dispelled, but in account of the human
being's empty believing. (On suntonos "intense", see Nussbaum, chapter 8). Philodemus uses
the word of the sort of anger the Epicurean will avoid.
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PD37 uses empty in a novel way, to describe "empty sounds, words, prattle" The phase is
Qewvaic kevalc "phonais kenais" and yes that's where English "phone" comes from, so wvaig
Kevaic = empty sound, meaningless yelling, blah blah blah

Saint-Andre translation

37 Among things that are thought to be just, that which has been witnessed to bring mutual
advantage among companions has the nature of justice, whether or not it is the same for
everyone. But if someone legislates something whose results are not in accord with what brings
mutual advantage among companions, then it does not have the nature of justice. And if what
brings advantage according to justice changes, but for some time fits our basic grasp of justice,
then for that time it is just, at least to the person who is not confused by empty prattle but
instead looks to the facts.

The word empty is also used here for the dpetdc kevag kal pataiag "empty and trifling virtues
(aretas)"

116. | summon you to sustained enjoyment and not to empty and trifling virtues, which destroy
your confidence in the fruits of what you have. éyw 6’ €9’ n6ovac ovvexelc MaPAKAAR Kal OOK
&’ APETAC KEVACG Kol paTalag Kal Tapaxwoelg éxoloag TV Kapmv EATdac.

And in Fragment 202, we get "empty beliefs/groundless opinions" kevaic 66&aic (kenais doxais)
in juxtaposition with "following nature" so, in a way, setting up the dichotomy of natural vs
empty.

Fragment 202. He who follows nature and not groundless opinions is completely self-reliant.
With regard to what is enough by nature, everything he owns is a source of wealth; whereas
with regard to unlimited desires, even the greatest wealth is poverty.

6 o0v Tf @UOEL MAPAKOAOLBRY KOl WA TAIC Kevalc 8OEaLC év MAow adTEPKNG: MPOC yap TO TA
eLvoel dpkolv maoa kKTAo(c €oTL MAoDTOCG, TMPOC 6& TACc doplotoug OpEéEelc kal O MEYLOTOC
nAoDTé¢ éoTL mevia.

Same with 422 keva¢ 86&ac "groundless opinions"

422. We need pleasure when in pain because of its absence; but when we are not experiencing
such pain, and are perceiving stably, then there is no need for pleasure. For it is not the needs
of nature which, from outside us, create harm, but desire driven by groundless opinions.

161E Ypelav Exopev TAC nOovAc, 6Tav ék Tod pn mapeival adTAv dAyQuey: dtav 6& TtodTo WN
ndoywuev év aiodrioel kabeot®Wteg, TOTE 006cpia Ypela TAC ABOVAG: 00 yap | TAC QUOEWC
Evdela TNV &dikiov moLel EEwOev, AAAN' ) TtEPL TAC KEVAC 6OEac OpeELC.

471. (Saint-Andre) It is rare to find a man who is poor with regard to the aims of nature and rich
in groundless desires. For a fool is never satisfied with what he has, but instead is distressed
about what he doesn't have. Just as those who are feverish through the evil of their sickness
are always thirsty and desiring the opposite of what they should, so those whose souls are in a
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bad condition are always poor in everything and through their greed fall into ever-changing
desires. [note] ondviév ye eLpelv GvBpwmov <mévnTta> MPOC TO TAC PUOEWC TEAOG Kal MA0ODOLOV
nMPOC TAC KEVAC HOEAC. OVBEIC yaAP TWV APPOVWY ol¢ EXelL dpKelTal, UEAAOV 6E olc OOK EXEL
d6LVATAL. QDOTEP 0oLV Ol TUPETTOVTEC Ol KOKOABewav TAC vooou &el Swdol Kol TOV
EVaVTIWTATWY €mbupodoy, oltw Kal ol TAV WuxAv KaAK®G Exovteg OBlakeluévny mévovtal
ndvtwy del kal €i¢ moAvTpdnovg énmbuuiag VMO Aatpapylag EuninTovoy.

[NOTE 471] In the second chapter of the Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle characterizes desires as
groundless and trifling (kevnv kal pataiav) if they are not related to or subsumed under an
overarching goal of life; in this fragment and in Fragment 442, Epicurus applies the same terms
to certain kinds of desires. (See also 116 above)

Fr. 485. Unhappiness (kakodaimon) is caused by fears or by endless and empty desires; but one
who is able to rein these in creates for oneself a blissful understanding (logismon).

N yap 6 @éBov TG Kakodatlpovel fj 6L ddplotov Kal KevAY émBuuiav: & Tig YaAw@v dovaTal
TOV HoKApLov EaLTR mepLoLioal AoyLoudv.

XOAW®V genitive: rein, bit, something that restrains
pokdplov makarion = blissful, the same word used to describe the gods
neplnotfjoal keep, preserve; procure, secure, achieve.

512. "l spit on the kalon and on those who wonder at it in an empty fashion -- whenever it does
not produce any pleasure."

MPEOMTOW TR KAAR Kal Tolg KEVRE adTo Bavudlovaty, dtav undepiav Rdovnv cot.

That's a translation of Nussbaum's and it's much more literal (and better) than other
paraphrases I've read of this Fragment. Here we see kev®¢ "kenos" empty used to describe
how some people wonder at The Noble/The Beautiful T® kaA® To Kalo(n)

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2607-kungi-s-natural-and-necessary-
discussion/?postID=19155#post19155 3



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2607-kungi-s-natural-and-necessary-discussion/?postID=19155#post19155
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2607-kungi-s-natural-and-necessary-discussion/?postID=19155#post19155

