Kungi's Natural and Necessary Discussion

Post by “reneliza” of August 1, 2022 at 11:00 PM

It doesn't feel like a problem to me. | think it probably is difficult to communicate to non-
Epicureans (or the Epicurious...which now that | think of it is already a thing...) but my view is
that the necessary should always be pursued and the vain should never be pursued (I mean, |
hate the word "should" but in my understanding, not having the N/N is always net painful, and
pursuit of the void is always net painful, so that's as close to a "should" as I'm willing to get),
and - as someone has already said elsewhere on this forum - the natural/unnecessary is the
only place anything gets interesting.

Whether you should pursue a N/U desire is where the hedonic calculus comes in. Will this cause
some pain but provide more pleasure? Will it cause some pain, but prevent a bigger pain? Will it
cause some pleasure, but prevent a bigger pleasure? (this is actually where most of the
interesting bits come in for me - learning when to say no to things | love because they get in
the way of things | love even more)

But | also don't think of the three categories as being three lists, like food is in one, sex is in
two, wealth is in three. | think that which category a desire goes into depends on how it's
approached in the moment by the individual.

| don't think that you can draw a limit, | think the limit has to be inherent in some way. You're
pursuing wealth - to what end? Your end will always (eventually) be pleasure (if not, then that's
a bad sign), but do you have good reason to believe that the specific pursuit of wealth will end
in net pleasure? Has it worked in the past? When will it pay off? What will happen next?

| would disagree, at least for my own self, with the wisdom in pursuit of an ambiguous goal that
may never pay off when there are so many strong pleasures (mostly) easily available to me.
That doesn't mean | don't believe in hard work or that | never choose pain for a greater
pleasure - I'm a mom and a creator - but | don't personally believe in striving for the mere
possibility of a big payoff.
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