Welcome Kungi!

Post by “Cassius” of July 26, 2022 at 8:53 AM

Quote from Kalosyni

Then moving to laws of the land which are firmly established: is it wrong to kill a person
unless there is some extreme case of self-defense. | would assert that this should be
held as an "absolute law" but it exists because of the rational thinking mind and it is
based on Nature's goal of pursuing pleasure and avoiding pain. Knowing that if
someone were to try to kill me, that it would be very terrible and very painful and
something | would not want, then | take on the idea of this as something to not do -- so
this is the "golden rule". (The golden rule is do unto others as you would have done
unto you or don't do what you wouldn't want done unto you).

Then going further there is the "platinum rule" which is a variation of the "golden rule".
Following the "platinum rule" means thinking about and checking with people to know
how the people around you would want to be treated. The platinum rule asks that you:
"Do unto others as they would want to be done unto them." But again this is all about
Nature's goal of pursuing pleasure and avoiding pain, and thinking about and checking
in to see what others would want.

| think what you are talking about here is probably best called something like "civil law." It is a
law because the society has "agreed" in some way to make it so, and it 's going to vary widely
by society. For example, most everyone agrees that there are certain instances in which there
is "justification" for killing someone else (they are about to kill you). But evaluating all the
circumstances of justification and killing is extremely complex. Who does that and how? It's my
understanding that in Europe many more decisions are made by judges rather than juries, but
here in the USA most decisions like this would be made by juries, given only very broad "rules"
by the court.

So the point | think | am making is that yes all senses of "right" and "wrong" are ultimately
going to derive from Nature through pleasure and pain (and perhaps anticipations?) but the
actual implementation of them is a "civil" matter to be chosen (or not) by the people involved in
a particular society.

So maybe the point also is that these golden and platinum rules ultimately derive from senses
of pleasure and pain, but because they are implemented according to circumstance in different
ways by different people, it's necesary to be careful in designating any particular human law as
"natural."

| think this is a key theme of Joshua as well.
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