Kungi's Natural and Necessary Discussion

Post by “Don” of July 25, 2022 at 8:50 AM

Quote from Epicurus

Therefore, whenever we say repeatedly that "pleasure is the téAoc¢," we do not say the
pleasure of those who are prodigal like those who are ignorant, those who don't agree
with us, or those who believe wrongly; but we mean that which neither pains the body
nor troubles the mind. [132] For it is not an endless string of drinking parties and
festivals, and not taking advantage of slaves and women, nor does an extravagant
table of fish and other things bring forth a sweet life but self-controlled reasoning and
examining the cause of every choice and rejection and driving out the greatest number
of opinions that take hold of the mind and bring confusion and trouble.

It seems to me that he's clearly stating that an "endless string" of drinking parties and those
others do not fall under his definition when he says "pleasure is the goal/end/telos." He's not
being coy or obtuse. When we say this, we don't mean that.
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