Kungi's Natural and Necessary Discussion

Post by “Cassius” of July 25, 2022 at 7:53 AM

| agree with Don's formulation. The only thing | might tweak is to bring what is implied and to
explicitly refute the hyper-frugality option by saying:

"My take has been to understand Epicurus's point as "If your circumstances, for some reason,
made it so that you *had* to live in a cave by yourself on the barest of necessities, you *could*
find pleasure in that since you're still alive and Nature can supply your necessary needs. BUT it
is NOT necessary to live this way, nor is it desirable, unless circumstances require. Living
among friends, discussing and practicing philosophy, making all your choices and rejections
based on practical wisdom and other sound criteria, living neither with too much frugality nor
descending into profligacy... That is a pleasurable life."

Ha - | will say on my last reading that | detect some bias in listing "too much frugality" without
listing the negative "descending" that is attached to profligacy" =

But Don is basically quoting VS63 and that's where Epicurus makes plain that both are errors,
and | don't see that he is favoring one error over the other: "VS63. Frugality too has a limit, and
the man who disregards it is like him who errs through excess."

Note: Once again | wish we had a list of alternate translations of the Vatican Says such as we do
with Nate's list of PD'. There just aren't as many alternatives out there, however.
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