Kungi's Natural and Necessary Discussion

Post by “Kalosyni” of July 24, 2022 at 7:24 PM

Yes, that diagram is based on the following:

Quote

Third, keep in mind that some desires are AVOAOYLOTEOY O WG TWY EMBLULOY al
natural whereas others are groundless [note uév €iol uokal, ai 6& keval, kal TV

]; that among the natural desires some are  QULOWK®V al pEv dvaykalal, ol 6& pualkal
natural and necessary whereas others are HOvov: TV 6& dvaykaiwv al pev mpodg
merely natural; and that among the e0dapoviav eiolv dvaykaial, at 6& mpoO¢
necessary desires some are necessary for TNV 100 owuatog doxAnoiav, al 6& po¢
happiness, some for physical health [note], a0Td T0 Zfjv. [128] TO0TWY YAP AMAQVNG
and some for life itself. The steady Bewpla ndoav aipeotv Kal puynv
contemplation of these facts enables you to énavayew oidev £m THY T00 CWUATOC
understand everything that you accept or Oylelav kal THV T Yuxfc dtapagiav,
reject in terms of the health of the body and énel Tobto T00 pakapiwg CAv 0Tt

the serenity of the soul — since that is the  téAoc. To0TOUL Ydp MEVTA MPATTOUEVY,
goal of a completely happy life. Our every Onwg PATE AAYOUEY UATE TAPBRMEY.
action is done so that we will not be in pain  6tav 6¢ dnag Tolto nepl APAC yévnTal,
or fear. As soon as we achieve this, the soul AlgtoL ndg 6 TAG YuxAG XELLWY, OVK

is released from every storm, since an
animal has no other need and must seek
nothing else to complete the goodness of

g€xovtog 100 {wou Badielv wg mpog
£vB£ov TL Kl {nTeiv €TEpov  TO TAG
YuxAc Kal Tod cwuatog dyadov

body and soul. Thus we need pleasure only cuvunAnpwaostat. Téte Yap ARGovAg xpelav
when we are in pain caused by its absence; &xopev, 6tav €k Tod un napsivat TRV

but when we are not in pain then we have no AdovAv dAy®Ouey: <6Tav & un

need of pleasure. AAyQOuEV> 00KETL TAC ROOVAC 6edueba.
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This is why we say that pleasure is the
beginning and the end of a completely
happy life. For we recognize it as the primary
and innate good, we honor it in everything
we accept or reject, and we achieve it if we
judge every good thing by the standard of
how that thing affects us [note]. And
because this is the primary and inborn good,
we do not choose every pleasure. Instead,
we pass up many pleasures when we will
gain more of what we need from doing so.
And we consider many pains to be better
than pleasures, if we experience a greater
pleasure for a long time from having
endured those pains. So every pleasure is a
good thing because its nature is favorable to
us, yet not every pleasure is to be chosen —
just as every pain is a bad thing, yet not
every pain is always to be shunned. It is
proper to make all these decisions through
measuring things side by side and looking at
both the advantages and disadvantages, for
sometimes we treat a good thing as bad and
a bad thing as good.

Letter to Menoikos, by Epicurus
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