Kungi's Natural and Necessary Discussion

Post by “Godfrey” of July 24, 2022 at 5:47 PM

To my current understanding, the "non-natural" are best described as "unlimited" desires. They
vary by the person and by the situation and can change over time. They are desires which are
divorced from the limit of the natural homeostatic relationship between pleasure and pain, and
thus have become unlimited. Some of them involve intense, conscious effort by the person in
order to consciously limit them, while others have been eliminated by the person through
reasoning as to how they would affect their pleasure and pain over time.

For instance, many people can enjoy a cocktail from time to time, maybe more. There are
natural consequences to overindulgence such as a hangover or regrettable behavior. These
provide a natural incentive to limit one's future consumption to what, for them, is an amount
which balances a maximum of pleasure with a minimum of pain. So when the desire for that
one extra drink arises they can choose to act based on their previous experience and
consideration. This would be a case of natural desire.

On the other hand, this same situation for an alcoholic involves unlimited desires. They face
extreme difficulty in acting rationally when faced with a strong desire for a drink, because their
homeostatic functioning isn't working as it naturally should. This would be a case of unlimited
desire.

To oversimplify, these two examples have the same basic pleasures and pains involved, but for
one person the desire involved is natural, for the other person it's unlimited. These might be
considered physical desires.

Things like the desire for fame, fortune and power would then be mental desires. Similarly to
the previous examples, one person may have a naturally limited desire for one or more of them
while someone else may have unlimited desire.

As to whether some unlimited desires are to be fully banished from our lives: that, too, is up to
the individual and their particular circumstances. And in some circumstances, for some people,
it seems like common sense to banish a particular desire and they don't need to think about it
much. Whereas for other people and/or circumstances, a desire may need to be banished with
great effort. Still another case is a desire that gets temporarily banished as being or becoming
unlimited, then after a time it dissipates and becomes a natural desire to be healthfully
enjoyed.
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