Do Pigs Value Katastematic Pleasure? ( Summer
2022 K / K Discussion)

Post by “Cassius” of July 1, 2022 at 5:38 PM

Godfrey | very much like the direction you are going in, but | unfortunately have to demur on
"abiding.". | know some people who like that word ( = ) but | do not think it adds anything to
the discussion. If all it means is "long lasting" then that would be simply the time element that
is a part of every pleasure - some last longer than others.

But | detect that it is being suggested as a good word (not tagging you personally) because it
has a sort of Biblical flavor to it that implies it means something other and "higher" than "long
lasting.". | will deflect from being more specific by saying it is almost the type word Dewitt
would use to try to stretch a parallel with Christianity (I don't remember right now but maybe in
fact Dewitt *did* use the word - | know others use it today).

But the end result problem is that | don't see any difference in kind from any other pleasure
that comes from the confidence we get from studying natural science and understanding the
Epicurean worldview (e.g what is said at the end of the letter to Herodotus about these studies
making us much stronger than other people).

| would not have any real problem with saying that ALL such pleasures that come from the
Epicurean worldview are "abiding" because in fact | do think they are long lasting - that
reference to how you can't make a Stoic out of an Epicurean applies.

But the reason | would say away from doing that is that | don't think the texts really support
carving out longer-lasting pleasures and calling them "abiding" or anything else, especially
since Epicurus warns in the letter to Menoceaus that it makes sense to seek not the pleasures
that are longest, but the ones that are most pleasant.

But to repeat | find your direction generally makes sense, other than that it is not likely to help
equip Don's "David" to meet the Academic Establishment's "Goliath."

(And though I am not fond of Biblical analogies | think Don is correct in suggesting that it is a
very good analogy for the position we are in.)
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